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The name R. D. Laing continues to be widely recognized by those in the psychotherapy community in the
United States and Europe. Laing’s books are a testament to his breadth of interests, including the
understanding of madness, alternatives to conventional psychiatric treatment, existential philosophy and
therapy, family systems, cybernetics, mysticism, and poetry. He is most remembered for his devastating
critique of psychiatric practices, his controversial rejection of the concept of ‘mental illness,’ and his
groundbreaking center for people in acute mental distress at Kingsley Hall, London.

Most of the books that have been published about Laing have been written by people who did not know him
personally and were unfamiliar with Laing the man and teacher. The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of
his contemporary relevance is composed by thinkers and practitioners who knew Laing intimately, some of
whom worked with Laing. This collection of papers brings a perspective and balance to Laing’s
controversial ideas, some of which were never addressed in his books. There has never been a collection of
papers that address so thoroughly the question of who Laing was and why he became the most famous
psychiatrist in the world.

As M. Guy Thompson’s collection illustrates, there are now a number of alternatives to psychiatry
throughout the world, and much of this can be credited to Laing’s influence. The Legacy of R. D. Laing will
ensure the reader has a keen grasp of who Laing was, what it was like to be his patient or his friend, and why
his thinking was far ahead of its time, even in the radical era of the 1970s.? It is timely to appraise the nature
of his contribution and bring Laing back into contemporary conversations about the nature of sanity and
madness, and more humane approaches to helping those in profound mental distress. This book offers an in-
depth insight into the work of R.D. Laing. It will be a must read for psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, family
therapists, psychiatrists and academics alike.?

?M. Guy Thompson, PhD is a Personal and Supervising Analyst at the Psychoanalytic Institute of Northern
California and Chairman of Free Association, Inc., a non-profit organization devoted to the dissemination of
Laing’s ideas, in San Francisco. Dr. Thompson received his psychoanalytic training from R. D. Laing and
associates at the Philadelphia Association and is the author of numerous books and journal articles on
psychoanalysis, phenomenology, and schizophrenia. He currently lives in San Rafael, California.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

The book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance? A few
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal
of his contemporary relevance has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dawn Hicks:

Beside this specific The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary
relevance because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Christine Andrews:

This The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Legacy of R. D.
Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Jon Pittenger:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is referred to as of book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and



make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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