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The Consumer Society Reader features a range of key works on the nature and evolution of consumer
society. Included here is much-discussed work by leading critics such as Jean Baudrillard, Susan Bordo,
Dick Hebdige, bell hooks, and Janice Radway. Also included is a full range of classics, such as Frankfurt
School writers Adorno and Horkheimer on the Culture Industry; Thorstein Veblen's oft-cited writings on
"conspicuous consumption"; Betty Friedan on the housewife's central role in consumer society; John
Kenneth Galbraith's influential analysis of the "affluent society"; and Pierre Bourdieu on the notion of
"taste."

"Consumer society--the 'air we breathe,' as George Orwell has described it--disappears during economic
downtruns and political crises. It becomes visible again when prosperity seems secure, cultural
transformation is too rapid, or enviornmental disasters occur. Such is the time in which we now find
ourselves. As the roads clog with gas-guzzling SUVs and McMansions proliferate in the suburbs, the nation
is once again asking fundamental questions about lifestyle. Has 'luxury fever,' to use Robert Frank's phrase,
gotten out of hand? Are we really comfortable with the 'Brand Is Me' mentality? Have we gone too far in
pursuit of the almighty dollar, to the detriment of our families, communities, and natural enviornment? Even
politicians, ordinarily impermeable to questions about consumerism, are voicing doubts... [and] polls suggest
majorities of Americans feel the country has become too materialistic, too focused on getting and spending,
and increasingly removed from long-standing non-materialist values." —From the introduction by Douglas
B. Holt and Juliet B. Schor
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Consumer Society
Reader? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Peggy Ross:

This The Consumer Society Reader book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Consumer Society Reader without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Consumer Society Reader can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Consumer Society Reader having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cynthia Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Consumer Society
Reader suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Consumer Society Readeris one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world within this book.

James Coles:

Beside this kind of The Consumer Society Reader in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have The Consumer Society Reader because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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