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In the spring of 1994, Daniel Spiegelman shinnied up an abandoned book lift in Columbia University's
Butler Library, dismantled a wall, stole books, reassembled the wall, and snuck back down the shaft. Over a
three-month period he did this more than a dozen times. He eventually escaped to Europe with roughly $1.8
million in rare books, letters and manuscripts. When he was caught in the Netherlands, he tried to avoid
extradition to the U.S. by telling the Dutch authorities he was a financier of the Oklahoma City
bombing?knowing they wouldn't extradite someone facing the death penalty. Eventually, the FBI got him
back to New York, where he finally stood trial for his crimes. Including a retelling of the crimes, dialogue
from the court transcripts, and explanations of the legal consequences and intricacies, McDade recounts all
the sordid elements of this true crime caper in vivid detail.

In the spring of 1994, Daniel Spiegelman shinnied up an abandoned book lift in Columbia University's
Butler Library, dismantled a wall, stole books, reassembled the wall, and snuck back down the shaft. Over a
three-month period he did this more than a dozen times. He eventually escaped to Europe with roughly $1.8
million in rare books, letters and manuscripts. When he was caught in the Netherlands, he tried to avoid
extradition to the U.S. by telling the Dutch authorities he was a financier of the Oklahoma City bombing?
knowing they wouldn't extradite someone facing the death penalty. Eventually, the FBI got him back to New
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Four years, four attorneys, one determined librarian, numerous court appearances, and one guilty plea after
the initial crime took place, a federal judge in the United States District Court for the Southern District of
New York meted out a sentence that ran counter to the plea agreement, nearly doubling the ordinary sentence
for a crime of that magnitude. In so doing, he created a new justification for departure from Federal
Sentencing Guidelines. Basing his decision on the potential harm inflicted on society as a whole by the theft
of rare and unique elements of our cultural heritage, Judge Kaplan redefined the value of such rare items and
justified his sentencing by determining the value to be beyond the monetary realm. McDade recounts all the
sordid elements of this true-crime caper in vivid detail, presenting readers with a retelling of the crimes,
dialogue from the court transcripts, and explanations of the legal consequences and intricacies. In addition to
the significant, overall legal themes, The Book Thief describes two prison escape attempts, one suicide
attempt, a jailed defense lawyer, and the aftermath of this unique and interesting case.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

The e-book untitled The Book Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman is the book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of The Book Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Donald Andrews:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure. People is
human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is The Book
Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman.

Gary Gonzales:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Book Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Book Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Myra Hackett:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is The Book Thief: The True Crimes of Daniel Spiegelman. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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