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The Northern Division used to be the name given to the police force which operated within the Glasgow City
boundaries until the creation of the Strathclyde Police Force. Its recruits were largely drawn from ex-
servicemen who were demobbed after the Second World War and, as a result, they became known as 'The
Big Men'. Their name was well-deserved as they set about clearing Glasgow's streets on the gangland 'neds'
who had overrun the city during the war. They did not 'take prisoners' and they gained a fearsome reputation
for no-nonsense street policing. This biography is written by a man who was close to them. Joe Pieri's cafe,
the Savoy in Cowcaddens, used to be a haunt for policemen on the beat with a blue police box situated just
outside. The back shop of the Savoy often had a policeman in it, keeping an eye on the blue light atop the
box as he made out his beat journal or drank a welcome coffee. The Cowcaddens beat was the toughest in the
city, one which helped form the reputation of Glasgow as 'no mean city'. But from the friendships which Joe
made with the policemen on this beat, he has been able to maintain a living record of what those days were
really like. The 'hard' image which Glasgow was tagged with for years has finally been laid to rest and it is
now very similar to many other cities of similar size in the UK. The fact that it is regarded as a city of culture
now has a great deal to do with the way in which crime was kept in check after the Second World War by the
'Big Men.' This is a revealing insight into the men on the beat who are now part of police folklore. Numerous
interviews with retired bobbies give a unique portrait of the old Glasgow.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Reece:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Big Men can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Harriet Dupree:

The reason why? Because this The Big Men is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Paul Lopez:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is The Big Men. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Christina Bales:

You will get this The Big Men by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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