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I think my father's rage at the trenches took me over, when I was very young, and has never left me. Do
children feel their parents' emotions? Yes, we do, and it is a legacy I could have done without. What is the
use of it? It is as if that old war is in my own memory, my own consciousness.

In this extraordinary book, the 2007 Nobel Laureate Doris Lessing explores the lives of her parents, each
irrevocably damaged by the Great War. Her father wanted the simple life of an English farmer, but shrapnel
almost killed him in the trenches, and thereafter he had to wear a wooden leg. Her mother, Emily, spent the
war nursing the wounded in the Royal Free Hospital after her great love, a doctor, drowned in the Channel.

In the fictional first half of Alfred and Emily, Doris Lessing imagines the happier lives her parents might
have made for themselves had there been no war; a story that begins with their meeting at a village cricket
match outside Colchester. This is followed by a piercing examination of their relationship as it actually was
in the shadow of the Great War, of the family's move to Africa, and of the impact of her parents' marriage on
a young woman growing up in a strange land.

"Here I still am," says Doris Lessing, "trying to get out from under that monstrous legacy, trying to get free."
Triumphantly, with the publication of Alfred and Emily, she has done just that.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Alfred and Emily will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Amy Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Alfred and Emily e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Alfred and Emily as good book but not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

June Ross:

This Alfred and Emily is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Alfred and Emily in your hand like having the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt this?

Lynn Groff:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Alfred and Emily can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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