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World War II shaped the United States in profound ways, and this new book--the first in the Legacies of War
series--explores one of the most significant changes it fostered: a dramatic increase in ethnic and religious
tolerance. A Nation Forged in War is the first full-length study of how large-scale mobilization during the
Second World War helped to dissolve long-standing differences among white soldiers of widely divergent
backgrounds.

Never before or since have so many Americans served in the armed forces at one time: more than 15 million
donned uniforms in the period from 1941 to 1945. Thomas Bruscino explores how these soldiers' shared
experiences--enduring basic training, living far from home, engaging in combat--transformed their views of
other ethnic groups and religious traditions. He further examines how specific military policies and practices
worked to counteract old prejudices, and he makes a persuasive case that throwing together men of different
regions, ethnicities, religions, and classes not only fostered a greater sense of tolerance but also forged a new
American identity. When soldiers returned home after the war with these new attitudes, they helped reorder
what it meant to be white in America.

Using the presidential campaigns of Al Smith in 1928 and John F. Kennedy in 1960 as bookend events,
Bruscino notes a key change in religious bias. Smith's defeat came at the end of a campaign rife with anti-
Catholic sentiment; Kennedy's victory some three decades later proved that such religious bigotry was no
longer an insurmountable obstacle. Despite such advances, Bruscino notes that the growing broad-
mindedness produced by the war had limits: it did not extend to African Americans, whose own struggle for
equality would dramatically mark the postwar decades.

Extensively documented, A Nation Forged in War is one of the few books on the social and cultural impact
of the World War II years. Scholars and students of military, ethnic, social, and religious history will be
fascinated by this groundbreaking new volume.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to
Get Along (Legacies of War). Try to face the book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught
Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Viola Hassell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the A
Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Connie Bannister:

This A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in
reading this A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War)
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your
better life and also knowledge.

Martina White:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is actually A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught



Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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