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Taking a critical view of a venerated international principle, Randall Williams shows how the concept of
human rights—often taken for granted as a force for good in the world—corresponds directly with U.S.
imperialist aims. Citing internationalists from W. E. B. Du Bois and Frantz Fanon to, more recently, M.
Jacqui Alexander and China Miéville, Williams insists on a reckoning of human rights with the violence of
colonial modernity.
 
Despite the emphasis on international human rights since World War II, Williams notes that the discourse of
human rights has consistently reinforced the concerns of the ascendant global power of the United States. He
demonstrates how the alignment of human rights with the interests of U.S. expansion is not a matter of direct
control or conspiratorial plot but the result of a developing human rights consensus that has been shaped by
postwar international institutions and debates, from the United Nations to international law. Williams probes
high-profile cases involving Amnesty International, Nelson Mandela, the International Lesbian and Gay
Human Rights Commission, Abu Ghraib, and Guantánamo, as well as offering readings of works such as
Hotel Rwanda, Caché, and Death and the Maiden that have put forth radical critiques of political violence.
 
The most forceful contradictions of international human rights discourse, he argues, come into relief within
anticolonial critiques of racial violence. To this end, The Divided World examines how a human rights–based
international policy is ultimately mobilized to manage violence—by limiting the access of its victims to
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Divided World: Human Rights and
Its Violence book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Stephanie Matias:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be The Divided World: Human Rights and Its Violence why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Ray Nicolas:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Divided World: Human
Rights and Its Violence which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Millard Lopez:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Divided World: Human Rights and Its Violence
to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The
Divided World: Human Rights and Its Violence can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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