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Brecher explores the controversial diplomacy by which the United States separately brought to a de facto
close its War of Independence against the British, leaving its one ally, France, in the lurch. He focuses on the
two dominant, ostensibly allied peace negotiators, John Jay and Vergennes.

Veteran diplomat and diplomatic history author Frank Brecher follows the chronology of the American War
of Independence, alternating between accounts of the conflict as experienced diplomatically and, in less
detail, militarily by the Americans and the French, respectively. In doing so, after summarizing in his preface
a highly informed and articulate contemporary analysis of the origins of the Revolution from the perspective
of the more conservative elements of the American leadership, of whom John Jay was very much a part,
Brecher focuses on the particular experiences of Jay and Vergennes, both in their personal lives and in their
politial careers. He describes and compares their respective?and quite different?preparations for their
historical activities as peace negotiators, and describes the major developments of the conflict itself as they
themselves participated in, and analyzed, them.

While Vergennes, the French Foreign Minister, for the first time in his career, remained physically stationary
in Versailles, Jay, for the first time in his life as well as career, left the New York region to live in
Philadelphia, then Madrid, and finally Paris, before returning as Secretary for Foreign Affairs in 1784, after
four and a half eventful and personally dramatic years abroad. The lessons each of these two diplomats
learned as a result of the crucible through which they had to pass before their very personal?and historically
important?encounter in France toward war's end very much affected the negotiating strategies they adopted
and the ultimatley paradoxical mixture of both triumph and disappoinment with which they helped bring to a
succesful conclusion the military phase of an alliance embarked upon by their two nations some five long
years earlier. Brecher presents a provocative view of early American diplomacy that will be of interest to
scholars and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Pat Billings:

The publication with title Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance
(Contributions to the Study of World History) includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get
a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Edward Avelar:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the
Study of World History) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The
Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World
History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Pedro Dillon:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study
of World History) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Securing American Independence: John Jay and
the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World History) can give you a lot of close friends because
by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great



folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French
Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World History).
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