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What was cinema in modern China? It was, this book tells us, a dynamic entity, not strictly tied to one media
technology, one mode of operation, or one system of aesthetic code. It was, in Weihong Bao’s term, an
affective medium, a distinct notion of the medium as mediating environment with the power to stir passions,
frame perception, and mold experience. In Fiery Cinema, Bao traces the permutations of this affective
medium from the early through the mid-twentieth century, exploring its role in aesthetics, politics, and social
institutions.

Mapping the changing identity of cinema in China in relation to Republican-era print media, theatrical
performance, radio broadcasting, television, and architecture, Bao has created an archaeology of Chinese
media culture. Within this context, she grounds the question of spectatorial affect and media technology in
China’s experience of mechanized warfare, colonial modernity, and the shaping of the public into
consumers, national citizens, and a revolutionary collective subject. Carrying on a close conversation with
transnational media theory and history, she teases out the tension and affinity between vernacular, political
modernist, and propagandistic articulations of mass culture in China’s varied participation in modernity.

Fiery Cinema advances a radical rethinking of affect and medium as a key insight into the relationship of
cinema to the public sphere and the making of the masses. By centering media politics in her inquiry of the
forgotten future of cinema, Bao makes a major intervention into the theory and history of media.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled
Fiery Cinema: The Emergence of an Affective Medium in China, 1915-1945 (A Quadrant Book)? Maybe it
is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carolyn Hoar:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Fiery Cinema:
The Emergence of an Affective Medium in China, 1915-1945 (A Quadrant Book) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Fiery Cinema: The
Emergence of an Affective Medium in China, 1915-1945 (A Quadrant Book)is a single of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Ann Walsh:

The reserve with title Fiery Cinema: The Emergence of an Affective Medium in China, 1915-1945 (A
Quadrant Book) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ian Sharpless:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Fiery Cinema: The Emergence of
an Affective Medium in China, 1915-1945 (A Quadrant Book) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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