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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2,0, Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg (Seminar fur Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Outsidersin Victorian fiction, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Emily Bronte's
novel Wuthering Heightsis a controversial piece of literature. Its discussion over the decades has been as
diverse asisthe range of its characters.

When it wasfirst published in 1847, in the beginning of the Victorian era, its reception was of a considerable
diversity, ranging from absolute rejection to baffled appreciation due to its originality.

Differences in reception become even more extreme and obvious when contemporary reviews are being
compared with the way the novel is being received nowadays:

Rejection has transformed into a matter of wide appeal that does not only attract film makers, painters,
musicians and other authors, but has also found its way into many ateacher’s English lesson.

Wuthering Heights has made its way from the ignorance of public appreciation to the status of being a
classic and masterpiece of English literature.

On the following pages | will focus on reviews of the novel, predominantly on contemporary criticism
intermixed with recent comments, and address the question as to why such a spectrum of opinions can exist
and be expressed about one and the same novel.

In my opinion, the importance of this question stems from the impression that the reading of Wuthering
Heights leaves on itsrecipients “[...] astrange sort of book, [...] it isimpossible to begin and not finish it;
and quite asimpossibleto lay it aside afterwards and say nothing about it.” Asareader and especialy asa
student of English, | feel arather large obligation to look deeper into the differences and controversies that
the novel in question has caused during the last hundred and fifty years and thusto also get a better sense of
awareness how the field of literature is subject to cultural and historical changes as awhole. Wuthering
Heights appears to be an especially apt piece of literature to exemplify these dynamics being at work as will
be subsequently shown.

However, | will also arrive at the conclusion that a certain tendency in opinions concerning the novel
overwhelms.

| will attempt to examine various aspects such as language, gender of the author and the estimation of ‘his
abilities, etc. in order to gain some insights.

The retracing of opinionswill be supported by a second part of this research paper dealing with thetimein
which Emily Bronte created her first and only novel.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Davis:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights' -
Diversity in (contemporary) reviews will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

CatherineKuntz:

Typically the book Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews hasalot info
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Robert Hutzler:

Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving hig’her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights' - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Elliott Townsend:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Emily Bronte's "Wuthering
Heights' - Diversity in (contemporary) reviewsis simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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