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De Genéve, Voltaire apprend successivement le tremblement de terre de Lisbonne de 1755, qui fit des
milliers de morts, puis, en 1756, le début de la Guerre de Sept Ans. Touché par ces évenementsil écrit, cette
année-13, dans son Essai sur |’ Histoire Générale que «Presque toute I’ histoire est une suite d' atrocités
inutiles» et envoie a Jean-Jacques Rousseau un Poeme sur le désastre de Lisbonne. Celui-ci lui répond et
tente de justifier la providence divine. Candide ou I’ optimiste lui est-il une réponse ? Dans tous les cas,

I’ optimisme de Leibnitz, le chantre du meilleur des mondes possibles et de I’ harmonie préétablie, incarné
dans| histoire par Pangloss, le mentor de Candide, est certainement misamal par les péripéties de ce conte.
Elles éduqueront peu & peu notre héros naif et I’ entraineront de I’ Allemagne au Portugal et du Pérou a
Constantinople. Dans ce pamphlet contre Leibnitz et I’ idée qu’ un mal nécessaire en cette terre est compensé
par un bien d’ essence supérieure et celle d’ un monde dans lequel rien n'arrive sans qu’il n’y ait une cause
nécessaire, Voltaire, s amuse a déconstruire le vernis de bonheur que nous présentons tous au monde et
ironise sur le conservatisme socia d’ une noblesse qui seraen fin de vie dans quelques décennies. Candide
est un fils naturel car son pére ne pouvait prouver soixante et onze quartiers de noblesse. Surpris avec
Cunégonde sa cousine, il est chassé du chéteau de son oncle « & coups de pied dans le cul ». Enrélé dans les
armées bulgares, il fuit la guerre et apprend que Cunégonde et sa famille ont été massacré par les Bulgares. 11
échouera, avec Pangloss son ancien mentor devenu gueux a Lisbonne au moment du tremblement de terre.
Victime, mais survivant de |’ autodafé expiatoire qui suit cette catastrophe, il découvre que Cunégonde est
vivante et n’ aura de cesse de laretrouver, du Pérou al’ Eldorado, puis de Paris a Constantinople. Mais
finalement, conclut Candide, ne vaut-il pas mieux cultiver son jardin ? Réédité vingt et une fois du vivant de
I"auteur, Candide est un des plus grands succes littéraires francophones. 1759
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From reader reviews:
Hannelore Evans;

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhile isreading. Y ep,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Candide ou I'optimisme (French
Edition) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Guenther:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyonein the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Candide ou I'optimisme (French Edition), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Steven Cordell:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Candide ou |'optimisme (French Edition) this guide consist alot of the
information of the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Wesley Mansour :

On this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Candide ou I'optimisme (French Edition). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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