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Today the classics of the western canon, written by the proverbial “dead white men,” are cannon fodder in
the culture wars. But in the 1950s and 1960s, they were a pop culture phenomenon. The Great Books of
Western Civilization, fifty-four volumes chosen by intellectuals at the University of Chicago, began as an
educational movement, and evolved into a successful marketing idea. Why did a million American
households buy books by Hippocrates and Nicomachus from door-to-door salesmen? And how and why did
the great books fall out of fashion?

In A Great Idea at the Time Alex Beam explores the Great Books mania, in an entertaining and strangely
poignant portrait of American popular culture on the threshold of the television age. Populated with
memorable characters, A Great Idea at the Time will leave readers asking themselves: Have I read
Lucretius’s De Rerum Natura lately? If not, why not?
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From reader reviews:

Deb Valdez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Great
Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books, you may tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Denise Niemi:

The book untitled A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of
the Great Books from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Elaine Rochelle:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious
Afterlife of the Great Books can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Martin Hobson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious
Afterlife of the Great Books or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great
Books to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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