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After the publication of his bestselling novel Catch-22, Joseph Heller usually chose to deny that any of his
richly drawn characters were based on his actual war mates. However, to those who served with Heller in the
340th Bomb Group the novel’s characters were indeed recognizable—the hard-drinking, vengeful, and
disillusioned Chief White Half Oat, young, sliced-in-half Kid Sampson, shrieking, frenzied Hungry Joe,
Colonel Cathcart, General Dreedle, Yossarian and that capitalist supreme, Milo Minderbinder.

In this book, written and colorfully illustrated by the daughter of the 340th Bomb Group’s commander,
Colonel Willis Chapman, we finally encounter the real men and combat missions on which the novel was
based. While Heller’s fully developed characters stand solely, solidly and uniquely on their own merits, The
True Story of Catch-22 proves that any resemblance to persons living or dead is, in fact, actual.

This three-part book blends fact, fancy, and history with full-blown original illustrations and rare, previously
unpublished photos of these daring USAAF flyers and their Corsican-based B-25 Mitchell. Along with
descriptions of the 340th’s real wartime events, the work includes twelve men of the Bomb Group relating
twelve richly told tales of their own.

Now all of the men upon whom Heller based his characters are gone. However, the last survivor, George L.
Wells, was an extraordinary combat pilot who tied the record for the number of bombing missions flown in
WWII with 102. George, the model for Catch-22s Capt. Wren, is the common thread who weaves through
this book, allowing the reader to truly feel the war and even thumb through George's well-worn mission book
describing attacks on Axis ports, ships, bridges, and the notorious Brenner Pass. In this book the reader will
discover that truth is indeed as fascinating as fiction!

Author Patricia Chapman Meder has been a professional artist in both fine and commercial art for the past 35
years, 13 of them in Europe. When Catch-22 was published it was quickly apparent that this book was based
on the Bomb Group her father commanded in World War II. This true-life parallel book thus begged to be
written.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The True Story Of Catch-22: The Real Men and
Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World War II. Try to make the book The True Story Of
Catch-22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World War II as your close
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Agnes Henson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be read.
The True Story Of Catch-22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World
War II can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Tom Moore:

The book untitled The True Story Of Catch-22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb
Group in World War II contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Dollie Simmons:

Beside this The True Story Of Catch-22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group
in World War II in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The True Story Of Catch-22:
The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World War II because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well



as read it from right now!
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