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As economic crises struck the Third World in the 1970s and 1980s, large segments of the population turned
to the informal economy to survive. Though this phenomenon has previously been analyzed from a strictly
economic point of view, this book looks at street vending in the largest city in the world, Mexico City, as a
political process.

Employing a street-level analysis based on intensive participant observation, with interviews, archival
research, and surveys, the author presents a view of political processes that provides new theoretical insights
into social movements, state institutions, and politics at the fringe of society, where legality blurs into
illegality and the informal economy intersects with its political counterpoint—informal politics. By studying
political processes at the street level and then tracing them up the political structure, the author also reveals
the basic processes by which the Mexican state operates.

Street vendors have been successful in defending their interests in Mexico City, the author argues, because
they are able to take advantage of certain structural features of the Mexican state, notably the weak
integration of interests between policy-makers and policy-implementers. The author shows that when well-
organized, street vendors can collude with state policy-implementers even when state policy-makers are
influenced by powerful interest groups, such as large national and multinational corporations.

The book develops a systematic theory of the “political economy of economic informality” while raising new
questions and theories about the state and social movements. Though the direct research is confined to the
Mexican case study, the author suggests ways in which his conclusions can be applied to other developing
areas in the Third World.
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From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

The book Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the State in Mexico City make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the State in Mexico City for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the State
in Mexico City. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

David Nester:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the
State in Mexico City can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lenora Dryer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the State in Mexico City
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kent Ibarra:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the
State in Mexico City or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Informal Politics: Street Vendors and the State in Mexico City to make your spare time



much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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