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Isvoting out of fashion? Does it matter if voters don't show up at the polls? If yes, islegal enforcement of
voting compatible with democracy? These are just afew of the questions linked to the thorny problem of
electoral abstention. This book addresses the hot question whether there is a duty to vote and if thisis
enforceable in the form of compulsory voting.

Divided into two parts, Anthoula Makopoulou begins by expertly presenting the importance of compulsory
voting today, situating the debate within the contemporary discussion on liberty, equality and democracy.
Then, she questions the historical origins of the ideain Europe. In particular, she examines parliamentary
discussions and other primary sources from France and Greece, including afew additional insights from
other countries like Switzerland and Belgium. Focusing especially on the years between 1870 and 1930, the
reader learns about the historical actors of the debates, their efforts to legitimate punishment of abstention
through normative arguments, but also their strategic motivations and political interests. While discussions at
the beginning of the century focus on introducing compulsory voting, Makopoulou criticizes its misuse after
the Second World War, exposing the contingency of relevant normative claims today and the conditionality
of compulsory voting.

From ancient times until today, you learn about the ideological debates, their political context and how the
problems of equal representation and democratic moderation persist through the ages.
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From reader reviews:
Stefanie Roach:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The History of Compulsory
Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studiesin Social and Political Thought) book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees
thereisno doubt in it you probably know this.

Shirley Parker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as alife style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The History of
Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Palitical Thought) is
kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Tom Carter:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studiesin Social and Political
Thought).

Jason Cook:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty?
(Routledge Studies in Socia and Political Thought) this guide consist alot of the information in the



condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology

styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that iswhy this book ideal all of you.
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