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Shakespeare’s Folktale Sources argues that seven plays—The Taming of the Shrew, Titus Andronicus, The
Merry Wives of Windsor, The Merchant of Venice, All’s Well that End’s Well, Measure for Measure, and
Cymbeline—derive one or more of their plots directly from folktales. In most cases, scholars have accepted
one literary version of the folktale as a source. Recognizing that the same story has circulated orally and
occurs in other medieval and early modern written versions allows for new readings of the plays. By
acknowledging that a play’s source story circulated in multiple forms, we can see how the playwright was
engaging his audience on common ground, retelling a story that may have been familiar to many of them,
even the illiterate. We can also view the folktale play as a Shakespearean genre, defined by source as the
chronicle histories are, that spans and traces the course of Shakespeare’s career. The fact that Shakespeare
reworked folktales so frequently also changes the way we see the history of the literary folk- or fairy-tale,
which is usually thought to bypass England and move from Italian novella collections to eighteenth-century
French salons. Each chapter concludes with a bibliography listing versions of each folktale source as a
resource for further research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Shakespeare's Folktale Sources
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Courtney Cook:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But
also they write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their
book. One of them is this Shakespeare's Folktale Sources.

Robert Bell:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shakespeare's Folktale Sources can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Hilary Rangel:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading through,
not only science book but also novel and Shakespeare's Folktale Sources or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Shakespeare's Folktale
Sources to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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