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Knowing Victims explores the theme of victimhood in contemporary feminism and politics. It focuses on
popular and scholarly constructions of feminism as ‘victim feminism’ – an ideology of passive victimhood
that denies women’s agency – and provides the first comprehensive analysis of the debate about this
ideology which has unfolded among feminists since the 1980s.

The book critically examines a movement away from the language of victimhood across a wide array of
discourses, and the neoliberal replacement of the concept of structural oppression with the concept of
personal responsibility. In derogating the notion of ‘victim,’ neoliberalism promotes a conception of
victimization as subjective rather than social, a state of mind, rather than a worldly situation.

Drawing upon Nietzsche, Lyotard, rape crisis feminism and feminist philosophy, Stringer situates feminist
politicizations of rape, interpersonal violence, economic inequality and welfare reform as key sites of
resistance to the victim-blaming logic of neoliberalism. She suggests that although recent feminist critiques
of ‘victim feminism’ have critically diagnosed the anti-victim movement, they have not positively defended
victim politics. Stringer argues that a conception of the victim as an agentic bearer of knowledge, and an
understanding of resentment as a generative force for social change, provides a potent counter to the negative
construction of victimhood characteristic of the neoliberal era.

This accessible and insightful analysis of feminism, neoliberalism and the social construction of victimhood
will be of great interest to researchers and students in the disciplines of gender and women’s studies,
psychology, sociology, politics and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in
neoliberal times (Women and Psychology). Try to stumble through book Knowing Victims: Feminism,
agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) as your close friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Todd:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Knowing Victims: Feminism,
agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Frances Oberlin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and
victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Paul Douglas:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim
politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim
politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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