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Considered the most important figure in medieval French literature, Chretien de Troyes is credited with
inventing the modern novel. The roots of his influential Arthurian romance narratives remain the subject of
investigation and great debate among medieval scholars. In "From Plato to Lancelot", K. Sarah-Jane Murray
makes a highly original and profoundly significant contribution to current scholarship by locating Chretien's
work at the intersection of two important traditions: one derived from Greco-Roman antiquity, the other from
the Celtic world of the Atlantic seaboard.Drawing on a broad range of sources, from Plato's "Timaeus" and
Ovid's "Metamorphoses" to the anonymous Ovidian tales translated in the twelfth century and Marie de
France's "Lais", Murray demonstrates that Chretien and his contemporaries learned the importance of
translation from the Mediterranean-centered classical tradition. She then turns to the Celtic world, examining
how Irish monastic scholarship, as demonstrated by the Voyage of St. Brendan and Celtic saints' lives,
influenced the cultural identity of medieval Europe and paved the way for an interest in Celtic stories and
legends.With penetrating insight and lucid prose, Murray locates Chretien's singular genius in his ability to
look to the future and to lay the foundations for a thoroughly new, and French, tradition of vernacular
storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes
(Medieval Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Miguel Philip:

The knowledge that you get from From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval
Studies) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but From Plato to Lancelot: A
Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval Studies) instantly.

Jeannine Ricks:

Beside this specific From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval Studies) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval
Studies) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from now!

Judith Bode:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval Studies) we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
From Plato to Lancelot: A Preface to Chretien De Troyes (Medieval Studies). You can more pleasing than



now.
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