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Rabbinic tales of drought, disaster, and charismatic holy men illuminate critical questions about power,
ethics, and ecology in Jewish late antiquity. Through a sustained reading of the Babylonian Talmud's tractate
on fasts in response to drought, this book shows how Bavli Ta?anit challenges Deuteronomy's claim that
virtue can assure abundance and that misfortune is an unambiguous sign of divine rebuke. Employing a new
method for analyzing lengthy talmudic narratives, Julia Watts Belser traces complex strands of aggadic
dialectic to show how Bavli Ta?anit's redactors articulate a strikingly self-critical theological and ethical
discourse. Bavli Ta?anit castigates rabbis for misuse of power, exposing the limits of their perception and
critiquing prevailing obsessions with social status. But it also celebrates the possibilities of performative
perception - the power of an adroit interpreter to transform events in the world and interpret crisisin away
that draws forth blessing.
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From reader reviews:
Graciela Johnson:

Here thing why this kind of Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responsesto
Drought and Disaster are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good
neverthelessit dependsin the content of it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Power, Ethics,
and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Power,
Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere likein park, café, or even
in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responsesto Drought and Disaster
in e-book can be your choice.

Stephanie Wilkes:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late
Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Joseph Herbst:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by itsinclude may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic
Responses to Drought and Disaster why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our

reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Arthur Mead:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time



to be study. Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and
Disaster can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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