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Crossing over the Line describes the folly of the Mann Act of 1910—a United States law which made travel
from one state to another by a man and a woman with the intent of committing an immoral act a major crime.
Spawned by a national wave of "white slave trade" hysteria, the Act was created by the Congress of the
United States as a weapon against forced prostitution.

This book is the first history of the Mann Act's often bizarre career, from its passage to the amendment that
finally laid it low. In David J. Langum's hands, the story of the Act becomes an entertaining cautionary tale
about the folly of legislating private morality.

Langum recounts the colorful details of numerous court cases to show how enforcement of the Act mirrored
changes in America's social attitudes. Federal prosecutors became masters in the selective use of the Act:
against political opponents of the government, like Charlie Chaplin; against individuals who eluded other
criminal charges, like the Capone mobster "Machine Gun" Jack McGurn; and against black men, like singer
Chuck Berry and boxer Jack Johnson, who dared to consort with white women. The Act engendered a
thriving blackmail industry and was used by women like Frank Lloyd Wright's wife to extort favorable
divorce settlements.

"Crossing over the Line is a work of scholarship as wrought by a civil libertarian, and the text . . . sizzles
with the passion of an ardent believer in real liberty under reasonable laws."—Jonathan Kirsch, Los Angeles
Times
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Rainey:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act
(Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society (Paperback)) had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act (Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and
Society (Paperback)) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act (Chicago Series
on Sexuality, History, and Society (Paperback)). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Alma Hillyer:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading the book, we give you that Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann
Act (Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society (Paperback)) book as nice and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Rebecca Walton:

This book untitled Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act (Chicago Series on
Sexuality, History, and Society (Paperback)) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this e-book from your list.

John Tovar:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Crossing over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act (Chicago
Series on Sexuality, History, and Society (Paperback)) why because the great cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside



as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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