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Since the American Revolution, there has been broad cultural consensus that “the people” are the only
legitimate ground of public authority in the United States. For just as long, there has been disagreement over
who the people are and how they should be represented or institutionally embodied. In Constituent Moments,
Jason Frank explores this dilemma of authorization: the grounding of democratic legitimacy in an elusive
notion of the people. Frank argues that the people are not a coherent or sanctioned collective. Instead, the
people exist as an effect of successful claims to speak on their behalf; the power to speak in their name can
be vindicated only retrospectively. The people, and democratic politics more broadly, emerge from the
dynamic tension between popular politics and representation. They spring from what Frank calls “constituent
moments,” moments when claims to speak in the people’s name are politically felicitous, even though those
making such claims break from established rules and procedures for representing popular voice.

Elaborating his theory of constituent moments, Frank focuses on specific historical instances when under-
authorized individuals or associations seized the mantle of authority, and, by doing so, changed the inherited
rules of authorization and produced new spaces and conditions for political representation. He looks at crowd
actions such as parades, riots, and protests; the Democratic-Republican Societies of the 1790s; and the
writings of Walt Whitman and Frederick Douglass. Frank demonstrates that the revolutionary establishment
of the people is not a solitary event, but rather a series of micropolitical enactments, small dramas of self-
authorization that take place in the informal contexts of crowd actions, political oratory, and literature as well
as in the more formal settings of constitutional conventions and political associations.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Constituent Moments: Enacting the People in Postrevolutionary America.

Christy McCurry:

This book untitled Constituent Moments: Enacting the People in Postrevolutionary America to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your
list.

Judith Lucas:

Beside this specific Constituent Moments: Enacting the People in Postrevolutionary America in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Constituent Moments: Enacting the People in
Postrevolutionary America because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Lauren Robinson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Constituent Moments: Enacting the People in Postrevolutionary
America was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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