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Written by Shakespeare and John Fletcher, this play tells the familiar story of alove triangle. Here, though, it
seems distant and strange. The play isbased on “The Knight's Tale” in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.
Chaucer’ s tale comes from an Italian poem by Boccaccio. Thusin The Two Noble Kinsmen we have alate
medieval narrative transformed into a seventeenth-century play.

Initially, the Theban knights Arcite and Palamon are devoted kinsmen, both serving their king, Creaon, who
is defeated by Theseus, Duke of Athens. After they are imprisoned in Athens, they see Emilia, sister of the
Duchess of Athens, through awindow. They become rivalsfor her love, eager to fight each other to the
death, even though she does not know they exist.

After Arciteis released and banished, and Palamon escapes, they begin their would-be fight to the death with
chivalric ceremony. Theseus, happening on them, decrees that they must compete for her in atournament,
after which the loser will be executed.

Emiliaisno willing bride; asagirl, she loved Flavina, who has died. Still, she tries to avert the tournament
by choosing between Arcite and Palamon, only to find she cannot. The jailer’'s daughter, a character added
by the playwrights, isinfatuated with Palamon and helps him escape. But the social gulf between her and
Palamon is unimaginably wide. Only the gods can bring the play to resolution.

The authoritative edition of The Two Noble Kinsmen from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’ s famous lines and phrases

-Anintroduction to reading Shakespeare's language

-An essay by aleading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’ s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Dieter Mehl
The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world' s largest collection of
Shakespeare’ s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to

exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offersafull calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Adkins:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individualsto be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading abook. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Two Noble Kinsmen
(Folger Shakespeare Library) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Stephen Ross;

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnicin
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be excellent book to
read. May beit isusually best activity to you.

Ariane Gray:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Two Naoble Kinsmen (Folger
Shakespeare Library) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person
but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you can pick The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare Library) become your own
personal starter.

Patricia Gallagher:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare
Library) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger
Shakespeare Library) as good book but not only by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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