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The tea ceremony persists as one of the most evocative symbols of Japan. Originally a pastime of elite
warriors in premodern society, it was later recast as an emblem of the modern Japanese state, only to be
transformed again into its current incarnation, largely the hobby of middle-class housewives. How does the
cultural practice of a few come to represent a nation as a whole?

Although few non-Japanese scholars have peered behind the walls of a tea room, sociologist Kristin Surak
came to know the inner workings of the tea world over the course of ten years of tea training. Here she offers
the first comprehensive analysis of the practice that includes new material on its historical changes, a
detailed excavation of its institutional organization, and a careful examination of what she terms "nation-
work"—the labor that connects the national meanings of a cultural practice and the actual experience and
enactment of it. She concludes by placing tea ceremony in comparative perspective, drawing on other
expressions of nation-work, such as gymnastics and music, in Europe and Asia.

Taking readers on a rare journey into the elusive world of tea ceremony, Surak offers an insightful account of
the fundamental processes of modernity—the work of making nations.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Making Tea, Making Japan:
Cultural Nationalism in Practice book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Jane Kim:

Precisely why? Because this Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Bruce Delvalle:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Cynthia Olson:

You can find this Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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