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Brendan Kennelly's Guff is both mouthpiece and mouthed off, Devil's advocate and self critic, everyman and
every writer consumed by self-doubt and self-questioning. The book of Guff is about words writing the man.
Words drive him into the cave of himself where he questions everything including words that seem to
constitute answers and answers that question both questions and answers. Do poets write poems or do poems
write poets? And consider the shape of that question-mark, like a snake twisting in its sleep: so twisting, or
twisted snakes, lie beside Guff as he tries to sleep in his cave, led now by the words that the snake hisses in
his old head. All through his book-length poem Guff hears both the hissing of the words he believes he loves
as well as the hissing mysteries of love. Guff is prey to the ruthless continuity of one word leading to
another, until these words relax and settle down into what he thinks, or hopes, is "meaning". Like Kennelly's
Cromwell, The Book of Judas and Poetry My Arse, Guff is a knockabout Swiftian satire, a mischievous
meditation on the human condition. It's also a powerfully expressive hymn to life with all its flaws, a snaking
poem with the movement of a river in its different moods from cold anger to summer warmth for minds and
bodies, which asks who or what is a genuinely noble person? Dublin is the backdrop to Guff's jabbering
quest, a city where haunted men walk the streets talking to themselves, at times with passion, at times with
an air of secrecy or self-accusation, at times as if seeking a friend prepared to listen. Guff is a brother to these
strange wanderers. In the poem he becomes at one or at odds with them.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Guff.

Ricky Burnham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Guff.

Austin Barnes:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Guff was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Guff has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that.

Jeri McKeen:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Guff we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life with that book Guff. You can more desirable than now.
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