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The Imitatio Christi is considered one of the classic texts of Western spirituality. There were 800 manuscript
copies and more than 740 different printed editions of the Imitatio between its composition in the fifteenth
century and 1650. During the Reformation period, the book retained its popularity with both Protestants and
Catholics; with the exception of the Bible it was the most frequently printed book of the sixteenth century.

In this pioneering study, the remarkable longevity of the Imitatio across geographical, chronological,
linguistic and confessional boundaries is explored. Rather than attributing this enduring popularity to any
particular quality of universality, this study suggests that its key virtue was its appropriation by different
interest groups. That such an apparently Catholic and monastic work could be adopted and adapted by both
Protestant reformers and Catholic activists (including the Jesuits) poses intriguing questions about our
understanding of Reformation and Counter Reformation theology and confessional politics.

This study focuses on the editions of the Imitatio printed in English, French, German and Latin between the
1470s and 1650. It offers an ambitious and comprehensive survey of the process of translation and its impact
and contribution to religious culture. In so doing it offers a fresh analysis of spirituality and devotion within
their proper late medieval and early modern contexts. It also demonstrates that spirituality was not a
peripheral dimension of religion, but remains at the very heart of both Catholic and Protestant self-perception
and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Fite:

The book Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late Medieval
Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like
a book Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic
to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History)? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-
1650: From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History)
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patrice Reese:

Typically the book Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late
Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) has a lot details
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after perusing this book.

Minerva Garrison:

This Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic to
Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late
Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Karen Rodriguez:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television



programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Catholic and Protestant
Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St
Andrews Studies in Reformation History) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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