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As twentieth-century city planners invested in new transportation systems to deal with urban growth, they
ensured that the automobile rather than mass transit would dominate transportation. Combining an
exploration of planning documents, sociological studies, and popular culture, Paul Fotsch shows how our
urban infrastructure developed and how it has shaped American culture ever since.

Watching the Traffic Go By emphasizes the narratives underlying our perceptions of innovations in
transportation by looking at the stories we have built around these innovations. Fotsch finds such stories in
the General Motors "Futurama" exhibit at the 1939 World's Fair, debates in Munsey's magazine, films such
as Double Indemnity, and even in footage of the O. J. Simpson chase along Los Angeles freeways.

Juxtaposed with contemporaneous critiques by Lewis Mumford, Theodor Adorno, and Max Horkheimer,
Fotsch argues that these narratives celebrated new technologies that fostered stability for business and the
white middle class. At the same time, transportation became another system of excluding women and the
poor, especially African Americans, by isolating them in homes and urban ghettos.

A timely, interdisciplinary analysis, Watching the Traffic Go By exposes the ugly side of transportation
politics through the seldom-used lens of popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sharron Marty:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Watching the Traffic Go By: Transportation and Isolation in Urban America
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Watching the Traffic Go By: Transportation and Isolation in Urban America content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Watching the Traffic Go By:
Transportation and Isolation in Urban America is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jill White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Watching the Traffic Go By: Transportation and Isolation in
Urban America can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barbara Erickson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Watching the Traffic Go By: Transportation and Isolation in
Urban America why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Gerald Reed:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Watching the Traffic Go By: Transportation and Isolation in Urban



America can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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