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John Muir was an early proponent of a view we still hold today—that much of California was pristine,
untouched wilderness before the arrival of Europeans. But as this groundbreaking book demonstrates, what
Muir was really seeing when he admired the grand vistas of Yosemite and the gold and purple flowers
carpeting the Central Valley were the fertile gardens of the Sierra Miwok and Valley Yokuts Indians,
modified and made productive by centuries of harvesting, tilling, sowing, pruning, and burning. Marvelously
detailed and beautifully written, Tending the Wild is an unparalleled examination of Native American
knowledge and uses of California's natural resources that reshapes our understanding of native cultures and
shows how we might begin to use their knowledge in our own conservation efforts.

M. Kat Anderson presents a wealth of information on native land management practices gleaned in part from
interviews and correspondence with Native Americans who recall what their grandparents told them about
how and when areas were burned, which plants were eaten and which were used for basketry, and how plants
were tended. The complex picture that emerges from this and other historical source material dispels the
hunter-gatherer stereotype long perpetuated in anthropological and historical literature. We come to see
California's indigenous people as active agents of environmental change and stewardship. Tending the Wild
persuasively argues that this traditional ecological knowledge is essential if we are to successfully meet the
challenge of living sustainably.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the
Management of California's Natural Resources.

Jerrod Spicher:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Tending the
Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of California's Natural Resources? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Melissa Ray:

This Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of California's Natural Resources
are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of California's Natural Resources can
be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of California's Natural Resources
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joe Garner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Tending the Wild: Native American
Knowledge and the Management of California's Natural Resources book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still skepticism Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of
California's Natural Resources as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense



to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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