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In this provocative volume, the authors argue that public education is a central part of American civil
religion and, thus, gives us an unquestioning faith in the capacity of education to solve all of our social,
economic, and political problems. The book traces the development of America’s faith in public education
from before the Civil War up to the present, exploring recent educational developments such as the No Child
Left Behind Act. The authors discuss how this faith in education often makes it difficult for Americans to
think realistically about the capacities and limitations of public schooling.

Bringing together history, politics, religion, sociology, and educational theory, this in-depth examination:

Raises fundamental questions about what education can accomplish for the citizens of the United States.●

Points out that many supposedly opposing viewpoints on public education actually arise from the same root●

assumptions.
Exposes the gaps between our pursuit of equity in schools and what we really accomplish with students.●

Looks at ways in which education can be organized to serve a diverse population.●

Carl L. Bankston III is professor and chair in the Department of Sociology and co-director of the Asian
Studies Program at Tulane University.  Stephen J. Caldas is professor of education in the Department of
Foundations, Leadership, and Policy Studies at Hofstra University.

“Carl Bankston and Stephen Caldas have written another brilliant analysis of the historical and structural
framework of American schools. In their latest book, they analyze education in our civil religion. This is an
extraordinarily sensible interpretation, concluding with our propensity to exaggerate the importance of
education's ability to change our society. I could not agree with them more.”

—Christine H. Rossell, Professor of Political Science, Boston University
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gonzalez:

The book Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Public
Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Bernard Davisson:

The particular book Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Joseph Levis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

John Moreno:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. Public Education--America's Civil Religion: A Social History can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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