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Are the best international agreements products of mutual understanding? The conventional wisdom in
economics, sociology, and political science is that accurate perceptions of others' interests, beliefs, and
ideologies promote cooperation. Obstacles to international cooperation therefore emerge from misperception
and misunderstanding. In Constructive Illusions, Eric Grynaviski challenges this conventional wisdom by
arguing that when nations wrongly believe they share a mutual understanding, international cooperation is
actually more likely, and more productive, than if they had a genuine understanding of each other’s position.

Mutual understanding can lead to breakdowns in cooperation by revealing intractable conflicts of interest,
identity, and ideology. Incorrectly assuming a mutual understanding exists, in contrast, can enhance
cooperation by making actors confide that collaborative ventures are in both parties’ best interest and that
both parties have a reliable understanding of the terms of cooperation. Grynaviski shows how such
constructive misunderstandings allowed for cooperation between the United States and the Soviet Union
between 1972 and 1979.

During détente, the superpowers reached more than 150 agreements, established standing consultative
committees, regularly held high-level summit meetings, and engaged in global crisis management. The turn
from enmity to cooperation was so stark that many observers predicted a permanent end to the Cold War.
Why did the superpowers move from confrontation to cooperation? Grynaviski’s theory of the role of
misunderstanding in cooperation provides an explanation that is significantly different from liberal
institutionalist and constructivist approaches. This book’s central claim is that states can form what French
president Valéry Giscard d’Estaing called "a superb agreement based on complete misunderstanding."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Constructive Illusions: Misperceiving the Origins of International
Cooperation.

Rachel Louviere:

The book untitled Constructive Illusions: Misperceiving the Origins of International Cooperation contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Alejandro Colon:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
paper, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Constructive Illusions: Misperceiving the Origins of International
Cooperation this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this
book suited all of you.

Roman Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Constructive Illusions: Misperceiving the Origins of
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