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Alcibiades I

Plato

Alcibiades I Plato
The First Alcibiades is a conversation between Socrates and Alcibiades. Socrates is represented in the
character which he attributes to himself in the Apology of a know-nothing who detects the conceit of
knowledge in others. The two have met already in the Protagoras and in the Symposium; in the latter
dialogue, as in this, the relation between them is that of a lover and his beloved. But the narrative of their
loves is told differently in different places; for in the Symposium Alcibiades is depicted as the impassioned
but rejected lover; here, as coldly receiving the advances of Socrates, who, for the best of purposes, lies in
wait for the aspiring and ambitious youth.
Alcibiades, who is described as a very young man, is about to enter on public life, having an inordinate
opinion of himself, and an extravagant ambition. Socrates, ‘who knows what is in man,’ astonishes him by a
revelation of his designs. But has he the knowledge which is necessary for carrying them out? He is going to
persuade the Athenians—about what? Not about any particular art, but about politics—when to fight and
when to make peace. Now, men should fight and make peace on just grounds, and therefore the question of
justice and injustice must enter into peace and war; and he who advises the Athenians must know the
difference between them. Does Alcibiades know? If he does, he must either have been taught by some
master, or he must have discovered the nature of them himself. If he has had a master, Socrates would like to
be informed who he is, that he may go and learn of him also. Alcibiades admits that he has never learned.
Then has he enquired for himself? He may have, if he was ever aware of a time when he was ignorant. But
he never was ignorant; for when he played with other boys at dice, he charged them with cheating, and this
implied a knowledge of just and unjust. According to his own explanation, he had learned of the multitude.
Why, he asks, should he not learn of them the nature of justice, as he has learned the Greek language of
them? To this Socrates answers, that they can teach Greek, but they cannot teach justice; for they are agreed
about the one, but they are not agreed about the other: and therefore Alcibiades, who has admitted that if he
knows he must either have learned from a master or have discovered for himself the nature of justice, is
convicted out of his own mouth…

_____

[Halls of Wisdom]
 
From Buddha to Confucius to Plato and down the spiral of time to Kant, Nietzsche and Russell, the Halls of
Wisdom are filled to overflowing, yet barely full. Explore the cavernous teachings of the masters, get lost in
the art of wonder, and fall in love with wisdom.
The only thing you can lose are your chains.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Alcibiades I. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Alcibiades I. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Shane Ward:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Alcibiades I. All
type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Vincent Mireles:

Often the book Alcibiades I will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Alcibiades I is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Fred Musso:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Alcibiades I or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Alcibiades I to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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