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This collection of translated tales is from the most famous work in all of Japanese classical literature—the
Konjaku Monogatari Shu. This collection of traditional Japanese folklore is akin to the Canterbury Tales of
Chaucer or Dante's Inferno—powerfully entertaining tales that reveal striking aspects of the cultural
psychology, fantasy, and creativity of medieval Japan—tales that still resonate with modern Japanese readers
today.

The ninety stories in this book are filled with keen psychological insights, wry sarcasm, and scarcely veiled
criticisms of the clergy, nobles, and peasants alike—suggesting that there are, among all classes and peoples,
similar failings of pride, vanity, superstition and greed—as well as aspirations toward higher moral goals.

This is the largest collection in English of the Konjaku Monogatari Shu tales ever published in one volume.
It presents the low life and the high life, the humble and the devout, the profane flirting, farting and
fornicating of everyday men and women, as well as their yearning for the wisdom, transcendence and
compassion that are all part and parcel of our shared humanity.

Stories Include:

Wasps Attack a Spider in Revenge
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Haase:The book Japanese Tales from Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the Konjaku
Monogatari Shu make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make looking at a book Japanese Tales from Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the
Konjaku Monogatari Shu to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available
and read a guide Japanese Tales from Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the Konjaku
Monogatari Shu. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?
Abel Cooke:In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Japanese Tales from Times
Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the Konjaku Monogatari Shu book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.
Madeline Cecil:Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Japanese Tales from
Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the Konjaku Monogatari Shu reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty Japanese Tales from Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore
from the Konjaku Monogatari Shu as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
Brandon Gentry:Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Japanese Tales from
Times Past: Stories of Fantasy and Folklore from the Konjaku Monogatari Shu can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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