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Utilizing Lacan's psychoanalytic theory and Žižek's philosophical adaption of it, this book brings into
dialogue a series of modernist and postmodernist literary works, films, and critical theory that are concerned
with defining America. Ahmed Elbeshlawy demonstrates that how America is perceived in certain texts
reveals not only the idealization or condemnation of it, but an imago, or constructed image of the perceiver
as well. In turn, texts which particularly focus on demonstrating how other texts about America communicate
an untrustworthy message themselves communicate an unreliable message, inventing and reinventing a
series of imagos of America. These imagos refer to both idealized and deformed images of America
constructed by the perceivers of America.

The first part of this book is concerned with modernist perceptions of America, and includes discussion of
Adorno, Benjamin, Kafka, D. H. Lawrence, as well as Emerson and Seymour Martin Lipset. The second part
is dedicated to postmodernist representations of America, focusing on texts by Edward Said, Ihab Hassan,
Susan Sontag, David Shambaugh and Charles W. Brooks, and films including Lars von Trier's Dogville and
D.W. Griffith's Birth of a Nation.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Gilmore:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book America in Literature and Film:
Modernist Perceptions, Postmodernist Representations. All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Loren Benton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take America in Literature and Film: Modernist Perceptions,
Postmodernist Representations as your daily resource information.

Hilton Rogers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be America in Literature and Film: Modernist Perceptions,
Postmodernist Representations why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joan Stump:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is America in Literature and Film: Modernist Perceptions, Postmodernist Representations this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate
all of you.
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